Criminal Forfeiture

QUESTION:

Have you Improved your ability to use criminal forfeiture proceedings
against drug violator assets?   What ultimately happens to the major-
ity of seized assets?   Can these assets be used to benefit or fund
further DEA activities?

AMSWER:

No, our ability to use criminal forfeiture proceedings has not Im-
proved.    There la a need to adjust legislation to allow for the pre-
Indlctment seizure of forfeitable criminal assets,  the substitution
of assets, the transfer of property to State and local law enforce-
ment agencies (in both criminal and civil proceedings), and the pro-
vision of moiety.    There is also a need to strengthen civil forfeit-
ure proceedings by the enactment of pending legislation dealing with
forfeiture matters including:     raising the current Jurlsdictlonal
line between judicial and administrative forfeitures from $10,000 to
unlimited for conveyances and $100,000 for other assets; forfeiture
of lands; central forfeiture funds provisions; transfers of property
to State and local law enforcement agencies; and rewards for infor-
nants.

The majority of seized assets are processed for ultimate forfeiture.
The rest are returned due to the innocence of the owner, or to sub-
stantial lien Interests against the itema seized.

At present, only tangible assets, auch as cars, boats, etc. can be
put to official use.    Tne rest,  including money, can not be used to
benefit OP fund further DEA activities.    Forfeiture proceeds go to
miscellaneous receipts (general fund) of the Treasury.

Foreign^CQgperat^lve Inyeatigatj^na

QUESTION:

In the area of Foreign Cooperative Investigations, what type of re-
sources did you allocate last year to encourage the adoption of crop
substitute programs in foreign countries dependent on drug related
income? How do you ensure that those resources are properly used?

ANSWER:

DEA does not administer crop substitution programs.   The U.S. Depart-
ment of State (AID and INM), administer Integrated Rural Development
Programs (crop substitution and crop control), and are presently In-
volved in Peru, Pakistan,  Bolivia and Thailand.    DEA wholeheartedly
endorses these programs and vigorously promotes the adoption of crop
substitution and alternate income-producing programs.

ADP and Telecommunication^.

QUESTION:

You seek a $3-2 million Increase (to $21.3 million) for ADP and tele-
communications.    According to your Justifications, this improved of-
f^utcmtion will increase productivity and decrease, mnpower In a
"manpower intensive climate".    How many people would you estimate
that you have displaced as a result of office automation?
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